
Race to Zero Campaign Overview



COP 21 - IMPORTANCE OF NON-GOVERNMENT CLIMATE ACTION ( 2015)
Countries agreed on the importance of mobilising climate action from cities, regions, 
businesses, investors and other non-state actors (NSAs) and create HLCs role under each 
COP Presidency. 

COP 25 - MANDATE IS RENEWED FOR 5 YEARS (2019)
Countries acknowledged the importance of NSAs contributing to the goals of the Paris 
Agreement.
COP 25 Presidency launch the Climate Ambition Alliance - Net Zero 2050

RACE TO ZERO LAUNCH (2020)
The High-Level Champions rally a group of leading actors that are ahead of the curve on 
their net zero commitments and implementation. It’s sister campaign, the Race to 
Resilience, is launched shortly after.

COP 26-  5 YEAR PLAN MP improvement 
Global campaigns (Race to Zero & Race to Resilience) recognized as one of key functions 
under HLCs leadership
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BRIEF HISTORY



Race to Zero is a global campaign rallying over 14,500 non-State actors – including companies, cities, regions, 
financial, educational, and healthcare institutions – to take rigorous and immediate action to halve global 
emissions by 2030 and deliver a healthier, fairer, zero carbon world. 

1,100+
CITIES

50+
STATES & REGIONS

11,000+
COMPANIES

600+
INVESTORS

1,100+
EDUCATION 
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70+
HEALTHCARE 

WHAT IS RACE TO ZERO?



The campaign now covers 146 countries, with Asia-Pacific being the fastest growing region (518 new 
members in 2023). The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) has seen a 104% growth since 2022, including a 
significant rise in SMEs.
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GLOBAL GROWTH



THE 5 Ps
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✓ Recognition of a credible net zero commitment and action through Race to Zero’s 
criteria (5 Ps). 

✓ Joining a group of leaders paving the way towards a changing net zero economy.

✓ Being a part of a multi-stakeholder campaign working in collaboration with diverse 
actors, from finance to cities.

BENEFITS OF BEING A PART OF 
THE RACE
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20% of all supply-side actors by revenue in most major sectors of the economy are part of Race to Zero - this 
represents a breakthrough level of ambition according to 2030 Breakthroughs theory of change.
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DRIVING SYSTEMS CHANGE



PREPARING TO 
JOIN AS A MEMBER
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STEP 1:  Measure your entity’s GHG emissions across all scopes to understand it’s total carbon footprint.

STEP 2:  Use this emissions baseline to calculate a science-based emissions reduction target.

STEP 3:  If your entity is ready to set a science based interim and long term target and begin implementing Race 
to Zero’s criteria, then you are ready to become a member of the campaign and pledge through one of the Race 
to Zero’s Partners.

STEP 4:   If your entity is not yet ready to set and implement a science based target, we encourage you to work 
with Race to Zero’s Accelerators to build your organisational capacity and identify your pathway to net zero.

https://racetozero.unfccc.int/meet-our-partners/
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PARTNERS
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Net Zero Investment Consultants

Sports for Climate Action
Fashion Charter for Climate 
Action

Paris Aligned Asset Owners

Net Zero Banking Alliance

Net Zero Asset Owners Alliance

25+ leading net zero initiatives through 
which members join the Race to Zero.

https://sciencebasedtargets.org/
https://exponentialroadmap.org/
https://iclei.org/
https://www.unepfi.org/
https://www.under2coalition.org/
https://japanclimate.org/english/
https://www.iwcawine.org/
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/cities-race-to-zero?language=en_US#:~:text=The%20Race%20to%20Zero%20is,and%20unlocks%20inclusive%2C%20sustainable%20growth
https://www.netzeroassetmanagers.org/


ACCELERATORS 
+30 accelerators support capacity building and 

increase readiness for net zero targets.
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OTHER WAYS TO JOIN THE RACE

BECOME A PARTNERBECOME A MEMBER

If you are an initiative or a 
coalition managing 
non-State actors throughout 
their journey to net zero you 
can join as a Partner. You will 
facilitate the exponential 
growth of members into Race 
to Zero and hold members to 
account.

If you are an individual entity 
(business, subnational, 
university, hospital etc.), you are 
invited to make a net zero 
pledge and join an initiative or 
coalition which is an official 
Race to Zero Partner.
 

BECOME AN ACCELERATOR

Initiatives and coalitions can 
also apply to be Accelerators 
and help build capacity of 
non-State actors to implement 
the 5Ps and accelerate 
membership by raising 
campaign awareness. 

● More information on joining the campaign can be found on the campaign website. 
● Potential Partners or Accelerators can direct specific queries about how to: tessavincent@climatechampions.team & 

jeisenhardt@climatechampions.team.
● Members looking to join the Race are advised to connect directly with the relevant Partner initiative. 
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https://racetozero.unfccc.int/application-form-race-to-zero-2-0/
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/join-the-race/
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/meet-our-partners/
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