
Background
Achieving water security remains to be a major longstanding challenge for the Philippines. The
country has dealt with numerous water-related challenges including water pollution, water
scarcity, and insufficient access to sanitation among others, as well as water hazards such as
flood, drought, and storms. These threats continue to evolve and intensify due to aggravating
factors like climate change, environmental degradation, and most recently the pandemic.

The ECCP reaffirms its commitment to work with the government to finally address the evolving
water crisis in the country. As part of its sustainability-related advocacies, the Chamber has
launched various initiatives focusing on the water sector with the main objective of raising
awareness on the challenges and opportunities in the said sector. Among these initiatives is the
Water Challenge Forum Series (WCFS).

Now on its sixth run, this year’s WCFS will be a two-forum series that will occur in November and
December. This virtual event will provide stakeholders and participants an opportunity to engage
in a multi- and cross-sector dialogue relating to the need to address water challenges and
water-related hazards. The specific objectives of the event are:

● To engage the national and local government executives to share the policy directions
and updates on policies, plans, projects and implementation concerning the water
sector;

● To encourage the business sector to support the government’s water-related initiatives
by investing and providing innovative technology solutions;

● To engage non-government organizations and international organizations to share their
insights and programs on developing the Philippine water sector; and

● To access the experiences and lessons learned by stakeholders and contribute to the
enhancement of knowledge and the sharing of best practices to achieve the goal stated
in the UN SDG 6.



Introduction

Due to the country’s geographical attributes as an archipelagic state and location at the typhoon
belt, the Philippines is known to be prone to water-related disasters such as typhoons, floods,
drought, among others. Climate change has also greatly affected the country leading to an
increase in frequency and intensity of these hazards which has caused major setbacks in the
country’s economic growth.

According to GHD in their latest study entitled “Aquanomics”, the Philippines is estimated to
incur PhP7.01 trillion worth of losses from 2022 to 2050 due to water-related disasters with the
country ranking 4th as the most affected country in the world for said disasters.

In the second and last installment of this year’s Water Challenge Forum series, experts will
discuss innovative and cost-effective solutions to effectively mitigate the impacts of
water-related disasters. Join us as we discover ways to work with nature in addressing one of
the country’s most pressing concerns.

Tentative Program

Time Agenda

2:00 – 2:05 PM
5 mins

Opening Remarks

ECCP

2:05 – 2:25 PM
15-20 mins

Climate Change Projections for the Philippines and
government initiatives to transform climate hope into action

Hon. Robert Borje
Vice Chairperson and Executive Director
Climate Change Commission

2:25 – 2:40 PM
15 mins

First Responders: Dealing with Water Disasters at Ground
Zero

Hon. Benjamin Abalos, Jr.
Secretary
Department of the Interior and Local Government



2:40 – 2:55 PM
15 mins

Enhancing PH Disaster Risk Reduction and Mitigation Efforts
through R&D based solutions

Hon. Maridon Sahagun
OIC-Undersecretary for Scientific and Technical Services
Department of Science and Technology

2:55 – 3:10 PM
15 mins

Private Sector Initiative

Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (confirmed)

3:10 – 3:20 PM
10 mins

Maynilad’s New Water: Wastewater to Drinking Water

Engr. Ronaldo C. Padua (confirmed)
Head of Water Supply Operations
Maynilad Water Services, Inc.

3:20 – 4:00 PM
40 mins

Panel Discussion and Open Forum
● Usec. Raymundo Ferrer, Administrator of the Office

of Civil Defense & Executive Director and National
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council

● Mr. Arnel Eustacio M. Angeles, Director, Manila
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office

4:00 PM End of Program

Note: All speakers are invited unless stated otherwise.


